Routines for final seminar in the PhD program Health, Function, and Participation
Adopted by the Programme Committee for the PhD Programme Health, Function and Participation on 24 March 2026

Purpose and Timing of the Final Seminar
Within the admission period and at the conclusion of the PhD candidate's research work, a final reviewer seminar is organized where a final reviewer provides the candidate with professional feedback. The purpose of the final seminar is to give the PhD candidate feedback on what will strengthen the quality of the dissertation, thereby contributing to quality assurance of the dissertation before submission. The final seminar is not mandatory for PhD candidates, but is offered as an option to the candidates.

Implementation of the Final Seminar
The final seminar should be conducted no later than two months before the planned submission. The thesis synopsis (“kappe”) should be nearly completed at the time of the seminar. The PhD adviser contacts the candidate and main supervisor with information about the seminar during the semester prior to the planned final seminar. Supervisors are responsible for making the initial informal contact with the final reviewer and proposing a seminar date. The PhD coordinator will book an appropriate room, and invites the candidate, supervisory team, research group, head of the PhD programme, and the other PhD candidates in the programme.
The final reviewer may be an external expert with relevant competence, a member of the mid-term evaluation committee, a member of the research group, or a recently graduated PhD.
The final seminar is arranged physically (or digitally if the reviewer is not on the same campus as the candidate) and lasts for 2 hours. The seminar is attended by the candidate, the reviewer, supervisors, and the head of the PhD programme. Members of the research group and the other PhD candidates are invited as the audience. The seminar will primarily be a conversation between the candidate and the reviewer. The head of the PhD programme leads the final seminar.
The candidate submits the thesis in its current form to the final reviewer. The reviewer assesses the thesis according to the Guidance on the final seminar in the PhD programme Health, Function and Participation. The reviewer is encouraged to facilitate dialogue during the seminar and presents his / her evaluations and recommendations. After the seminar, the reviewer summarizes key points in a short report sent to the candidate, with a copy to the PhD coordinator.

Remuneration
· The reviewer is paid NOK 8000,- / 20 hours in his / her work schedule.
· The PhD administration prepares a contract in advance and pays the fee upon receipt of the reviewer’s report.

Implementation and Evaluation
The final seminar is introduced as a pilot arrangement for PhD candidates from the date of adoption. The arrangement will be evaluated after one year.

