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Modern authoritarian regimes choose to interact and open themselves to the world. The regime in Azerbaijan is not different and cultivates an image of a secular, multicultural, democratic and Europe-friend partner.

This once wealthy country has now plunged into economic difficulties. Rail Safiyev’s talk will touch upon the critical times after the oil crisis and discuss what can be seen as survival strategies. 

He will focus on two main themes – first the technologies deployed by the regime Azerbaijan regarding adherents and opponents of the regime. Furthermore, he will go into details on how the existence of informal economy makes the regime effectively exert its power and ameliorate social conflicts.

Safiyev’s special interest is to tease out the logic by authoritarian regime makers, as he will let their admirers and dissenters speak and reveal to us the world of the contemporary authoritarianism.

