
   

 

Invitation to KU 20 

July 1st – 3rd, 2020 in Bergen, Norway.  
You are warmly invited to attend the 20th annual Knowledge Utilization (KU) 

colloquium which will gather researchers, practitioners, and students in the field of 

knowledge utilization and knowledge translation. KU20 will be held at Solstrand 

Hotel, a beautiful seaside hotel outside the city of Bergen, Norway 

https://solstrand.com/en. The KU Colloquium is an invitational meeting limited to 100 

participants, and the spaces will be allocated according to “first come, first served”. 

Please note that registration to KU 20 is binding and must be done within March 1st. 

Focus & Approach of KU20 

KU20 will stretch over three days (from lunch 1st to lunch 3rd July), including time to 

engage in group and plenary conversations initiated through presentations from 

international experts, as well as reflective walks and networking. The theme for this 

year’s colloquium is: ‘Educating Implementation Scientists’, ‘Approaches to 

Evaluation in Implementation Research’, ‘Research versus fake news and the role of 

social media in Implementation Science’, as well as an Open Space session. A 

poster session, and a ‘Mentor /Mentee- session’ as introduced in KU19, will be 

included.  

 

Poster session. The KU20 poster session will be a combination of a one slide three 

minutes presentations followed by a facilitated plenary discussion of issues and ‘take-

home’ messages. As in previous years, the poster session will be open to all invitees. 

Please use the Abstract submission template below to submit the abstract within 

February 10th, 2020. Abstract feedback will be given within February 20th. 2020. The 

poster abstracts will subsequently be uploaded in a ‘KU20 app’. 

 

Mentor/ Mentee- session will be offered in the morning 2nd July. Detailed description 

of format and subscription will be published on the KU20 website and in the app.  

https://solstrand.com/en


 

The link to the webpage and instruction to uploading the app will be sent to those 

who have registered to join the KU 20 colloquium.  

  

Location  

KU20 will be held at Solstrand Hotel in the outskirts of Bergen. The hotel is located 

30 km from Bergen city center and Flesland Airport, which is approximately a 40-

minute drive. Further information of the program, travel instructions and practical 

information will be uploaded to the KU20 app and website 

 

Registration for the meeting 

The total conference and accommodation fee is NOK 5 550, -  per person in single 

rooms, and NOK 5 080,-  per person sharing double rooms. The price includes 

accommodation for two days, and two 3-course dinners (days 1 and 2), two breakfast 

buffets (day 2 and 3), three lunch buffets (all days), coffee and snacks, and access to 

the Spa facilities. Single rooms for those arriving Monday 29th or Tuesday 30th can be 

booked directly to the hotel at a price of NOK 1650, -  including breakfast. Further 

booking information will be uploaded on the website. Please note that attendees are 

responsible for their own costs related to travel and additional accommodation.  

The conference fee is co-sponsored as a Multiplier Event by the Erasmus + strategic 

partnership EISEN project (https://prosjekt.hvl.no/eisen/). The EISEN team are the 

local organisers, and they will present some of their results in the ‘Educating 

Implementation Scientists’ session. 

We look forward to seeing you in Bergen! 

On behalf of the international KU planning committee, and the EISEN team and 

Western Norway University of Applied Sciences  

Tone Elin Mekki, Christine Øye, Trine- Lise Steinskog og Bente E. Bendixen (HVL). 

  

https://solstrand.com/en
https://prosjekt.hvl.no/eisen/


Call for Abstracts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Utilization (KU) Colloquium 2020 

July 1st to 3rd, 2020 at Solstrand, Bergen, Norway 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of the International Organizing Committee, you are invited to submit an 
abstract for the 20th KU Colloquium for researchers, practitioners and students working 
in KU and knowledge translation. Please use the template below to format your 
abstract.   

 

The presentation format will be a 3-minute single slide e-poster. Presenters will be 
divided into three groups according to their thematic approaches. Reflecting on the 
presentations, senior researchers will facilitate plenary discussions between the 
presenters and the audience of issues and take-home messages.  

 

 

Submissions are due: February 10th, 2020 tem@hvl.no 

 

 

mailto:tem@hvl.no


Abstract Submission Template 

 

 

Please complete the following template when submitting your abstract. Please note that tables and 
figures will not be accepted. 

 

 

Contact information of individual submitting the abstract 

Name: Femke Hoekstra  

Title: Dr.   

Email: femke.hoekstra@ubc.ca   

Phone number: 250-8078876 

Address: The University of British Columbia - Okanagan Campus, 1088 Discovery Avenue, Kelowna, 
BC Canada V1V 1V7 

 

 

Abstract Information 

Title: A qualitative study on researchers’ and research users’ experiences with working together in 

spinal cord injury research partnerships  

Author(s) (please add a * to trainee and KU to knowledge user’s last names):  

Femke Hoekstra*1,2, Lee Schaefer3, Peter Athanasopoulos KU,4, SCI Guiding Principles Panel KU, 

Heather L. Gainforth1,2 

Affiliation(s) (corresponding to a superscript number beside the author’s last name):  

 

1 School of Health and Exercise Sciences, University of British Columbia, Kelowna, Canada; 2 

International Collaboration on Repair Discoveries (ICORD), University of British Columbia, 

Vancouver, Canada; 3 Department of Kinesiology and Physical Education, McGill University, 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada; 4 Spinal Cord Injury Ontario, Canada. 

 

Abstract  

(250 word maximum) 

Purpose: To explore researchers’ and research users’ experiences with conducting and/or 
disseminating spinal cord injury (SCI) research in partnership in order to gain more insight into 
potentially effective ways to build capacity for research partnerships within a research system. 

Methods: This study was underpinned by a pragmatic perspective. Ten semi-structured timeline 
interviews were conducted with researchers and research users who have experiences with SCI 
research partnerships. Interviews focused on experiences in participants’ lives that have led them to 

mailto:femke.hoekstra@ubc.ca


become a person who conducts and/or disseminates research in partnership. Narrative thematic 
analysis was used to analyze the data.    

Results: Three themes were identified from participants’ stories: 1) seeing and valuing different 
perspectives, 2) inspirational role models, and 3) relational and personal aspect of research 
partnerships. The identified sub-themes related to experiences that participants draw on how they 
came to be a person who engage in research partnerships, and sub-themes related to participants’ 
reasons for engaging in research partnerships. While most sub-themes were identified from both 
researchers’ and research users’ stories (e.g. partnership successes and failures), some were unique 
for researchers (morally the right thing to do) or research users (advocating). 

Conclusions: This study provided unique insights of SCI researchers’ and research users’ partnership 
experiences over time. Using transformational leadership theory, the findings indicated three 
potentially effective ways to build research partnership capacity within a research system: 1) 
promoting a paradigm shift on how knowledge could be produced, 2) using inspirational role models, 
and 3) focusing on strategies encouraging person’s intrinsic motivators. 

 


