Energy perspectives on children’s and YA literature, CfP

You are invited to submit an abstract for a paper to a conference / works in progress seminar
on “energy perspectives on children’s and YA literature” in Bergen, Norway, hosted by the
research group NaChiLitCul, at Western Norway University of Applied Sciences (HVL).

Time & place: 26-27 November 2026, in Bergen, with an opening for online papers

Have you ever paused to consider the energy infrastructure supporting the adventures of Anne
in Lucy Mongomery’s Anne of Green Gables (1908)? As an avid walker, Anne probably has a
relatively low carbon footprint. Over a century later, in Maja Lunde’s The End of the Ocean
(2017), struggles over energy development has become a central literary topic, underscoring
the message of the UN Secretary General Antoénio Guterres, who at COP 30 urged that “The
fossil fuel age is ending. Clean energy is rising. Let us make the transition fair, fast, and final"
(United Nations, 2025).

In its broadest sense, energy is “that which can make something happen” (Bee, 2025,
our translation) and “energy” is here understood both as the energy infrastructure used to
power modern societies and as what Synne Movik and Jeremy Alloche (2020) has termed
“energy imaginaries”, which include “the set of institutions, logics, values, and visions that
spur ideas around what sources of energy and forms of energy governance best foster
development” (p. 1). This definition includes energy in the form of thoughts, ideas, and the
actions of humans or other living beings.

Drawing on perspectives from the energy humanities, and, like Heidi C. M. Scott in
Fuel: An Ecocritical History (2018), this C{P takes a broad view of energy cultures, and
invites mapping and discussion of the energy imaginaries in children’s and young adult
literature that surround not just petrocultures but also energy sources like hydro-, wind-,
nuclear and solar power, asking: How are energy imaginaries present and presented in
fiction and non-fiction for children and young adults?

Analyses of the entanglement of energy and cultural history have developed as a
subfield within the energy humanities in the past couple of decades, propelled by literary and
culture studies scholars. An early overview is provided by Energy Humanities: An Anthology
(2017), edited by Dominic Boyer and Imre Szeman. So far, research has “mostly focused on
the significance of oil as the dominant or ‘hegemonic’ form of energy in the 20th and early
21st centuries” (Grewe-Volpp, 2020, p. 273). Coined by Amitav Gosh (1992), the label
“petrofiction” has thus established itself as an important term designating fiction in which oil
is the dominant energy source. Examples of research centered on petroculture are Stephanie
LeMenager’s Living Oil: Petroleum Culture in the American Century (2014), exploring the
aesthetics of, and the affective resonances created by, the presence of oil in a variety of
cultural artefacts, including poetry, fiction, novels, and memoirs, and the later Oil Fictions:
World Literature and Our Contemporary Petrosphere (2021), edited by Stacy Balkan and
Swaralipi Nandi Soley.

Recently, the anthology Power Shift: Keywords for a New Politics of Energy (2025),
edited by Szeman and Jennifer Wenzel, has contributed to the discussion of “the connections
between new energy sources and new modes of social relation and cultural imagining” (p. 8).
Within energy humanities, it is precisely this awareness of energy - and ability to imagine -



that is at stake. Some scholars who have already focused on examining energy imaginaries in
children’s literature for children are Lara Saguisag (2022), Catherine Lammert (2024), Rikke
Froyland (2025), Kathleen Forrester (2025), and Reinhard Hennig (in press).

Given that the consumption and use of energy is entangled with diverse sets of cultural
and material forms of life, changes in energy infrastructure confront us with a series of
dilemmas, or what has been termed “wicked problems”. In sustainability research, the concept
of ‘wicked problems’ is used to describe issues of “a high degree of scientific uncertainty and
deep disagreement on values” (Balint et al., 2011, p. 2). It has become increasingly apparent
that industrial energy demands met by fossil fuels contribute to both global warming and to
habitat losses for multiple species, resulting in what is known as the 6th extinction (Kolbert,
2014). Issues concerning energy and sustainability are therefore complex and multiple
questions arise with regard to required solutions, where disparate concerns are not
necessarily compatible (Freyland, 2023, p. 2). The analysis of energy structures in narratives
for children and young adults may address such dilemmas — or portray different energy
sources without problematizing their origin, distribution, or use.

Several genres, formats and media may invite discussion from an energy perspective,
including petrofiction, climate fiction, solarpunk and utopian fiction, poetry and novels as
well as children’s non-fiction, picturebooks, videogames, and films. This C{P calls for
analyses of various sources of energy in children’s and young adult literature. Topics may
include, but are not limited to, the following:

- How are energy imaginaries present and presented in fiction and non-fiction for
children and young adults?

- What energy sources are significant in early and later children’s and young adult
literature?

- How do energy-related “wicked problems” manifest in children’s and young adult
literature?

- How may perspectives from research on energy humanities inform the reading and
teaching of children’s and young adult literature?

- What are the various energy solutions envisioned in solarpunk, and other utopian
or dystopian texts?

- What are the didactic potentials of literature that address energy dilemmas?

- What kinds of interdisciplinary approaches may literary depictions of energy
imaginaries prepare for?

Abstracts of around 300 words should be sent to: NaChiLitCul-konferanse@hvl.no, by
June 1st, 2026. Please include the term “energy perspectives CfP” in the subject line.

Languages: English and Scandinavian languages. Notification of acceptance by June 30iet
2026. For updates on the conference / works-in-progress seminar see: Energy perspectives
on children’s and YA literature - Western Norway University of Applied Sciences

Anthology submissions: For those interested, the deadline for full chapters to an anthology
on representations of energy in children’s and young adult literature is June 1% 2027.
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