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The Research Council of Norway’s requirements for data 
management plans and data sharing

› Data management plans are obligatory for all projects that manage data and receive 
funding from the Research Council

› Data sharing: As open as possible, as closed as necessary
› RCN: “Data sets shall not be made openly available if doing so may threaten individual 

or national security, conflict with applicable data protection regulations or other legal 
provisions.”

› It’s easier to share your data and enable reuse if you plan carefully
› Make sure you have the permissions you need
› … and that personally identifiable data can be left out without compromising integrity

› If you can’t share your data, planning is even more important
› Secure storage, access control, etc.

https://www.forskningsradet.no/en/research-policy-strategy/open-science/research-data/
* This presentation borrows freely from Johannes Foss Sigurdson. (2023). DMP123Persondatah2023. https://hdl.handle.net/11250/3103145 CC BY-SA

https://www.forskningsradet.no/en/research-policy-strategy/open-science/research-data/
https://hdl.handle.net/11250/3103145


Why share your data?

› RCN: “Better access to research data enhances the quality of research, both because 
results can be validated and verified in a better way, and because datasets can be used in 
new ways and in combination with other datasets. Open access to research data also 
contributes to fewer duplications and unnecessary duplication of effort and will facilitate 
more interdisciplinary research.”

› And yes, you have to. Unless you can’t.
› There are some advantages for you as a researcher:

› Increased number of citations (also due to data reuse)
› Enhanced collaboration opportunities
› Transparency makes things better when you commit errors
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Classification of data

› Green – no personal data
› Yellow – general but not sensitive 

person-identifiable information. 
Unpublished research data

› Red – sensitive personal information. 
Health data, 

› Black – sensitive information that can 
cause considerable harm if it becomes 
known to unauthorised people

› Classification of data does not only 
determine whether data can be 
shared openly, but also how it can be 
stored throughout its lifecycle

https://www.hvl.no/en/research/research-ethics/guideline_personal_identifiable_and_health_data_in_research/guide-for-processing-research-data-at-hvl/ 4
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Personal information

› Anything that can be used to identify a particular person
› Directly:

› Name, ID, address, phone number, pictures, audio recordings
› Indirectly:

› Combinations of background information (eg. gender + age + occupation + location)

https://www.hvl.no/en/research/research-ethics/privacy-and-the-use-of-personal-data-in-research/ 5
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Sensitive personal information etc.

› Information about race, ethniticy
› Political, philosophical or religious attitudes and convictions
› Union membership
› Genetics, biometrics
› Medical information
› Sexuality

https://www.hvl.no/en/research/research-ethics/privacy-and-the-use-of-personal-data-in-research/ 6
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Strictly confidential information

› If you need to know, you’ve probably already been told
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A goal: Sharing findable, accessible, interoperable and 
reusable data

› The FAIR principles – https://go-fair.org

› The principles apply to both data and metadata
› A (lofty) goal is to make (meta)data machine-actionable – i.e. the possibility to be found, 

accessed and reused by computer systems without human intervention
› Standardised and open protocols and formats are key
› … as are documentation and rich metadata

› Documentation is important for human reuse as well!

› Data can be FAIR even if it isn’t shared openly (and openly shared data is not necessarily 
FAIR)

› Making yellow data green is (is some cases) easy
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https://go-fair.org/


DataverseNO as a FAIR repository

› Findable:
› Persistant identifier – DOI
› Rich metadata
› Indexed in searchable resources

› Accessible
› Avaiable over an open protocol (http)

› Interoperable
› Reusable

› ^ The last two depend on some effort 
from the researcher: Use open formats 
and languages, document your data

› DataverseNO is purely Open
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The DMP – what is it?

› A document describing how research data is to be managed throughout its lifecycle
› Both a formal requirement and a living document, to be updated and revised
› A tool, not a goal in itself

› Making a DMP that you can understand and make use of is probably more important
than making one that conforms to the Research Council’s expectations

› Sikt’s DMP tool is intended for personal data
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The research data lifecycle

Left: Adapted from T. Parker & M. Stone (1998) “Gnomes”, South Park S02E17
Right: Pilfered from University of Reading (n.d.) The research data lifecycle, https://www.reading.ac.uk/research-services/research-data-management/about-research-data-management/the-research-data-lifecycle 11

https://www.reading.ac.uk/research-services/research-data-management/about-research-data-management/the-research-data-lifecycle


Requirements for DMPs

Sikt:
› Who is responsible for taking care of the 

data during and after the project, and 
what resources are needed.

› How you will ensure that the data is well 
organised and adequately documented.

› The volume and type of data set is 
generated/used.

› How you will ensure that your data is 
ethically and legally compatible.

› Where you will securely keep the data 
during the project's lifetime.

› Plan for long-term preservation and 
making your data available to others.

Science Europe:
› Data description and collection or re-use 

of existing data
› Documentation and data quality
› Storage and backup during the research 

process
› Legal and ethical requirements, codes 

of conduct
› Data sharing and long-term preservation
› Data management responsibilities and 

resources

https://sikt.no/en/data-management-plan
https://www.scienceeurope.org/media/jezkhnoo/se_rdm_practical_guide_final.pdf 12



Let’s make a DMP!

› Go to https://minforskning.sikt.no/
and log in

› Make a project (or enter one)

› Click “Notify processing of personal 
data” if you need to get a privacy 
assessment or just a reminder of what 
personal data is – which could be 
useful!

› “Create a data management plan”
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https://minforskning.sikt.no/


Start

› First page is for general info about the 
project

› The DMP tool tracks changes, which is 
nice

› You can hit the question marks for 
descriptions of fields

› Purpose:
› “Describe the research questions, issues and hypotheses that 

are addressed in the project and state how the data collection 
/ generation can shed light on these issues.”

› Utility:

› “Describe the potential user groups for your data. This may be 
a subject area or discipline, occupational groups, researchers 
within specific fields, institutions, organizations, etc.”
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2, 4 … 

› You can also list additional contributing 
institutions and unlisted institutions

› I’ll skip funding
› Contributors can have multiple roles
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5, 6

› Related resources = references, links
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Data packages

› Just when you thought you were done
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Confidentiality // Classification of data

 They forgot to translate a bit, but the 
help text is available in English
› Remember the security classes from 

slide 4? The DMP tool makes 
recommendations based on your 
selection.

› You can still select a different class than 
the one recommended

› If your data is confidential, you need to 
use Secure Storage of Research Data 
(SILAF)

https://www.hvl.no/en/hvl-students/it-tools-and-help-desk/secure-storage-of-research-data-silaf/ 18

https://www.hvl.no/en/hvl-students/it-tools-and-help-desk/secure-storage-of-research-data-silaf/


Collection devices available will depend on the class 
selected on the previous screen

› Green › Red
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Files and metadata

› Many of these are important to think 
through!

› Do you have big files? Lots of files?
› Which format do you store your files in?

› Best use something that can be 
converted to an open format

› Metadata standard?! If you use 
DataverseNO, you can export to 
several, so let’s select Dublin Core

› Naming conventions
› If you have lots of files, use a 

consistent naming scheme and a 
hierarchical folder structure
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Storage and transfer

› Recommended options will depend on 
level of confidentiality
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Archiving

22



Repeat for each data package, and click Export

› Even though you can export in a 
(hopefully) computer actionable JSON 
or maDMP format, the RCN needs the 
DMP in a PDF or Word .docx for now

› DMPs should be published. Zenodo? 

› Update it when needed
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That’s hopefully all
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